
38 Things I Learned from My Three Kids’ Weddings Within 15 months 
 
In a span of just 15 months, all three of our children got married. I learned a lot from such a wild ride!  
 
If you have a family wedding in your future, these tips (and vendor recommendations) might help reduce some of the stress, 
and help make the entire event a treasured memory in your family’s legacy. 
 
Creative Budgeting 

1. It’s expensive. I think everyone knows this, but it never hits home until a child gets engaged. 
2. Large or small, let your budget reflect what’s important to you and invest in those things.  
3. For example, if flowers are important to you, but you don’t care about tablecloths, shift your budget.  
4. Table decorations don’t have to be expensive. Look for places where you can borrow these. Our son’s wedding 

venue had decor we could use.  
5. Sometimes the wedding right before yours will donate their useable decor. At our oldest son’s venue, we were able to 

use the flowers from the wedding the previous day. They complimented our own flowers and still looked great! 
6. The DJ makes a great MC. They know how to manage the event timeline, people, and can read the interest in your 

playlist then make changes if necessary. 

Tips for Documenting the Day 

7. Communication is key. Work together to create a list of desired photos to give to the photographer and videographer 
in advance and point out key family members on the day of the wedding. Let parents know about meaningful 
moments you want captured so they can be there to witness them. I missed the filming of my daughter reading the 
letter from her fiance. 

8. The finished video will be such short snippets of the day, so be sure to ask the videographer for full, unedited clips of 
things like the entire Bride & Groom first dance. 

9. If your videographer can’t make the rehearsal dinner, be sure to find someone to film the toasts. These are surprise 
moments that you’re too busy to stop and record.  

When to Hire Help versus Doing It Yourself  

10. After three weddings, I highly recommend hiring a Wedding Coordinator. Most wedding venues require you to have a 
licensed coordinator if even for just the day. If you do, involve him or her early and often. They will become your new 
best friend if you utilize their expertise. 

11. A Wedding Coordinator pulls everything together and handles payments, timelines and day of logistics for vendors, 
freeing up to the bride and those close to her to enjoy the process and relish every moment with family and friends.  

12. With coordinated help, we could have avoided some panic moments like paying vendors at the last minute. 
13. You may be tempted to enlist extra help from people you know who aren’t part of the wedding planner’s staff. This 

can backfire. We had a family friend who directed people incorrectly causing added stress. 
14. Before deciding on the details yourself, remember that some money savers aren’t time savers. We thought we could 

handle certain tasks like laundering and pressing borrowed tablecloths instead of paying for rental and cleaning, or 
making all the signs and the flower girls dresses ourselves. All of these tasks took more time than we imagined and 
added stress we didn’t need. 

Vendors to Venues 

15. As you search for vendors such as coordinators, photographers, florists, and DJ’s, I recommend NOT hiring friends. It 
gets awkward confronting issues. 

16. It helps to hire experienced vendors and it’s a bonus of vendors have worked together previously. It’s risky to skimp 
and use vendors who are just getting started. Pay for experience. 

17. Use vendors located near the venue, otherwise you’ll have to pay a travel fee. 

 



18. Get everything in writing and don’t assume that your vendor knows the details, logistics and timeline. 
19. Some venues only provide the building, a bathroom, and maybe tables and chairs. You’ll need to provide the rest, so 

use vendors who are familiar with the venue. They will know best way to set up and know the additional items needed 
to accommodate your needs.  

20. For summer weddings at outdoor venues, it’s a nice touch to provide water for guests during the ceremony. 
21. Check the sound system and be willing to invest in this one. If the DJ or band provide it, are they mindful of the 

venue’s quirks? At one of our venues, rain falling on the tin-roofed barn made it tough to hear the toasts. 
22. Rent extra coverage for an outdoor wedding. It provides peace of mind in case of rain or too much sun. 
23. Don’t to be afraid to invest in extra bathrooms. Our daughter’s venue only had two toilets which would have been 

problematic for over 100 guests. We rented lovely portable restrooms with nice decor and music. 
24. If you rehearse somewhere other than at the venue, take note of any logistics the wedding party needs to know. At 

our oldest son's wedding, the groomsmen's room was near the front, so queuing their entrance was important to get 
right so they entered at the right time. Since we didn't rehearse at the venue, this detail wasn't covered so no one told 
them when to enter. They finally entered on their own but it was well after the bridesmaids were all in place. 

25. Some venues may require you to provide child care.Our daughter and son-in-law’s venue required this to protect their 
flower beds. 

Taking Care of the Bride, Groom, and Wedding Party 

26. Make sure they drink plenty of water and sit down every so often.  
27. Help them remember things like contact lenses, jewelry, journal or letters they plan to share with each other before 

the ceremony. 
28. If the bride, groom, are making a housing change, take care of this well before the wedding day. Moving in midst of 

final wedding planning is added stress to an emotional time.  
29. For out of town bridal showers, I recommend guests have gifts shipped to the bride instead of bringing them to the 

shower. Getting them back home is an added and unplanned expense. 
30. Give the wedding party advance notice if they’re expected to share a toast or story at the rehearsal dinner. At our 

daughter's rehearsal her wedding party didn't come prepared. 

.Ways to Reduce Wedding Attire Stress  

31. Saying “Yes” to the dress is an event in itself. If your timeline or budget don’t have room for a made-to-order gown 
from a bridal boutique, consider purchasing a dress off the rack or second hand and having it altered. 

32. If you order a dress, be a squeaky wheel and call often to check on delivery. The bridal shop may not care as much 
as you do if the timing is tight.  

33. Pay attention to lead time needed for alterations when placing order. Sometimes this appointment can be difficult to 
schedule if you wait until the dress arrives. 

34. A strapless dress can be customized with added straps or sleeves. It adds to the cost, but was a great decision for 
us. 

35. Bring your undergarments to dress fittings so it feels and fits exactly how you expect on the wedding day. 
36. The current trend of letting each Bridesmaid select her own dress can be beautiful if done right. But this idea can 

stress out the bridesmaids because they want to please the bride time consuming to approve every selection.  
37. Consider asking the Groomsmen to rent or buy suits instead of tuxedos. This way, you can limit the choices, reducing 

the risk of someone going rogue with a crazy tie or the wrong color shoes 
38. Mother of the bride or groom dresses don’t have to cost a fortune. JC Penney has many stylish and affordable 

options. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Vendor Recommendations 
 
Molly and Michael 
Photographer - Grace Adams Photography 
 
Videographer - Lauren Roberts Photography & Videography  
 
Wedding Planner - BreeAnn Gale, Pink Blossom Events 
 
Wedding Venue - Jardin del Sol 
 
Sam and Nicole 
Photographer - Rebecca Taylor Photography 
 
Videographer - Graysen Cummings 
 
Wedding Planner - Savannah Wright 
 
Wedding Venue - Hidden Falls 
 
Ben and Amberlee 
Photographer - Liesl Clare Photography 
 
Videographer - Drew and Jessica Roams, Red Road Weddings 
 
Wedding Planner - Abbie Cole Hillis Events 
 
Wedding Venue - Lone Oak Barn 
 
 
 

 

https://itstheadamsco.com/
http://laurenroberts.com/
https://www.pinkblossomevents.com/
http://www.thejardindelsol.com/
https://rebeccataylorphotos.com/
http://littlegrayfilms.com/
https://hiddenfallsevents.com/
https://lieslclairephotography.com/
https://lieslclairephotography.com/
https://www.redroadweddings.com/about
https://www.abbiecolehillisevents.com/
http://loneoakbarn.com/

